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XXXI. Two Edicts from the Hoppo of Canton to the Hong Merchants, 
translated by Jqhx Frjncis Davis, Esq., M.R.J.S. 



From the new Hoppo to the Hong Merchants. 
Copy received by the British Factory on the 20th of October 1825. 

Ta, Hoppo of Canton, &c. &c. issues this mandate to the Hong Merchants. 

The present dynasty instituted the office of Hoppo (invested with the 
general superintendence of maritime commerce), on account of its com- 
passionating feelings towards distant foreigners ; surely not in consequence 
of any necessity that it has for the foreigners' clocks and watches, broad- 
cloth, long-ells, &c, or for the sake of the annual duties, amounting to 
some hundred thousand tales. The Central Nation possesses silk and cotton 
manufactures of various kinds, enough to clothe all its people ; and 
abundance of dials, clepsydras * and hour-glasses,* as well as clocks and 
watches from Soo-chow and Yang-chow, sufficient to ascertain the lapse of 
time. "With regard to the rare articles which are brought from the Four 
Seas,t and by the nations of the north and south, these are piled up in the 
Imperial Palace in mountainous heaps. When any of the provinces are 
afflicted with famine, millions of tales are issued from the national treasury 
for their relief: what necessity, then, can there be for the trifling commodities 
of foreign nations ? In consequence of the various people of the western 
ocean having long been dependent upon the tea, rhubarb, and other goods of 
China, for their existence, therefore the office of Hoppo was established, 
to superintend the trade on just and impartial principles : but as it was 
to be apprehended that the foreigners coming from afar over a tempestuous 
ocean, ignorant of the language, and unable to procure food for themselves, 
would be deceived and cheated by wicked natives, the Hong merchants 
were instituted to buy their goods, and the Linguists to be their inter- 
preters j while pilots and conpradores were provided them, as well as food 

* Called Shinny-low and Sha-Iow. For the Chinese characters see Plate XIII, Nos. 7 and 8. 
f All the world out of China. 
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and water to support their existence. As it was likewise to be feared that 
the foreigners, unacquainted with the laws of the celestial dynasty, might 
be led into a violation of them by worthless natives, a high and trusty 
officer was appointed for their especial superintendence, at the same time 
that the Viceroy delegated to the proper civil and military officers their 
general government and control. The mercy was most great, but the laws 
are most severe. The foreigners have either chiefs to superintend their 
affairs ; or there is an inferior control exercised by each captain or master 
over those under his particular command. If they can strictly conform 
themselves to ancient usage, mutual good understanding may be preserved 
for ever. 

It appears, however, that of late years remissness has proceeded from 
long neglect With the exception of the English president, who indeed 
understands the great principles of moral fitness,* and of the foreigners 
of that nation (those in the Company's employ), who preserve a due regard 
for their respectability, the others, namely the American and Keang-ked 
(the country or private trading English) foreigners, regardless of the great 
benevolence and goodness of His Imperial Majesty, listen to and allow 
themselves to be led astray by worthless Chinese. The law has always 
been, that if any stranger felt himself aggrieved, he should acquaint his 
chief, or the captain of his own particular ship, that he might transmit the 
complaint to the Hong merchants for presentation before the Hoppo, who 
would act with justice therein himself, or consult with His Excellency the 
Viceroy on the best mode of settling the affair. It has appeared of late 
that foreigners of various countries, allowing themselves to be led astray 
by worthless persons, and to be detected in the commission of improper 
acts, have, as soon as they were found out and restrained, pretended to 
have suffered some great hardship, and taking upon themselves to present 
-an address in a foreign language,! proceeded to the city-gate to deliver 
the same. This was a daring act of irregularity, and deserving of great 
reprehension. 

* Ta-e. T» **am xtti t« Zixxw. For the Chinese characters see Plate XIII, No. 9. 

■f An edict was some months ago issued by the Viceroy, declaring that none but the English 
chief had the right of addressing the local government in the Chinese character : all others are 
obliged to address him in their own language, to be translated by the Hong merchants. This is 
a material advantage which the Company have extorted for themselves. The Viceroy refers to 
the discussions which took place in 1814. — J. F. D. 



Mr. Djris's Translation of two Edicts from tlie Hoppo of Canton. 54S 

It is proper for me, the Hoppo, who received the Imperial com- 
mission for their control, to meet and consult with His Excellency the 
Viceroy on the best measures to be adopted. What is already past need 
not be renewed : but this mandate is expressly issued to Howqua and the 
other Hong merchants, that they may transmit it to the foreign merchants 
of every nation. They must strictly conform to old established usage, 
and sweep clean away their recent bad habits ; then they will not repay 
with ingratitude the great benevolence of His Imperial Majesty. Let the 
Hong merchants, also, sincerely and with all their might, enjoin it on the 
Linguists, Conpradores, &c. to " change their faces and wash their hearts,"* 
to pay a strict obedience to the regulations without seeking petty gain, 
whereby they will entangle themselves in the net of the law. 

After the issuing of this mandate, should any person obstinately persist 
in ill doing, or dare to treat this admonition lightly, I, the Hoppo, in 
conjunction with His Excellency the Viceroy, will investigate to what 
nation and to what ship the offending person belongs. If the offence be 
light, I shall order the Hong merchants to have no intercourse with that 
particular ship : if the offence be heavy, I shall address his Majesty on the 
subject of not permitting that particular nation's ships, to enter the port. 
As to those worthless Chinese who instigate to evil, I shall, according to 
the law which relates to unlawful intercourse, with foreigners, first state the 
circumstances to His Majesty, .and then carry the law into effect. The 
consequences will not be light to the persons and families, as well as to the 
lives of the Hong merchants. It is to be apprehended that the mere 
privation of the button will not be sufficient to cover (or atone for) their 
offence. Let all implicitly obey : disregard not this special mandate. 

Taou-Kwang, 5th year, 9th moon, 6th day. 



2. Copy received by the British Factory on the 21st of October 1825. 

Ta, Hoppo of Canton, &c. &c, to the Hong Merchants. 

In the resort of the foreigners of various nations to Canton for the 
purposes of trade, whatever business must be managed by the said foreigners 
in person, is allowed to be transacted by them in the foreign factories. 

* It has been very well suggested, that they had better wash their faces and change their 
hearts. 
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They are permitted to take up their abode in the said factories, and there 
to remain until the business is concluded and the ships have departed, when 
they are required immediately to petition for a pass to Macao. Supposing 
that their accounts are not wound up, they must still remain at Macao : 
they are not permitted to loiter about at Canton. There have already been 
strict mandates issued on this subject ; they are on record. "With the 
exception of the English (/. e. the Company's factory), who by proceeding 
up to Canton when the ships arrive, and requesting a pass to Macao as 
soon as the business is concluded, have conformed to the regulations, and 
concerning whom, therefore, it is unnecessary to make any observations,— 
the Keang-keb (country or Anglo-Indian), the Americans, and other 
foreigners, have continued to sojourn at Canton after their business was 
concluded. When the ships of these nations had already set sail and left 
the port, they asserted that there were still other ships to come after them, 
thus persisting in loitering about within the foreign factories. It is also 
understood that there are foreigners, who publicly set up shops for goods 
within the factories, and carry on clandestine dealings with natives. Not 
only is it to be feared that smuggling may be the result of this practice, 
but disturbance and trouble may also arise from such intercourse as the 
above : it would, therefore, be a great unkindness to foreigners, as well as 
a neglect in the peaceful government of the district, were it not severely 
restrained. It is right to issue this mandate to the Hong merchants, that 
they may instantly transmit it to foreigners of all nations, requiring their 
obedience thereto. If they have no trading business "actually in hand, let 
them immediately embark and return home; if their accounts are yet 
unsettled, let them go and wait at Macao : they must not loiter about, 
under borrowed pretexts." Should they dare to be obstinate and oppose, let 
an address be sent up for their immediate expulsion. Let inquiries be 
also made concerning those foreigners who have set up shops within the 
factories, and who carry on clandestine dealings with natives ; what nation 
they belong to; and why the merchants have not reported them. Let 
inquiries be immediately made on receipt of this, and an answer returned, 
that the business may be arranged. Make no excuses for delay, by which 
offence and punishment will be incurred. Hasten, hasten ; a special 
mandate ! 

Taou-Kwang, 5th year, 9th moon, 7th day. 
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